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OPEN EVENING

Our Open Evening on Thursday was a huge success and it was an absolute pleasure to welcome 
prospective pupils and parents to our school. 

We welcomed a record number of people to the school with over 2000 visitors to the school within 
a three hour period.

One of the many things available for parents and pupils was a raffle to raise funds for the charities 
nominated in memory of Connor Emery  and Yorkshire Air Ambulance
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HeadteacHer’s Welcome

‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

As you may be aware, last week we were inspected by Her Majesty’s Inspectorate and Ofsted 
with regard to the quality of education provided by the school. This three-day inspection cannot 
change the category of a school from Good to Outstanding for instance, as it is solely intended to 

ensure an Ofsted rated ‘Good’ school remains ‘Good’.

Inspections are always very stressful for all involved, due to their intensity and the significant 
additional demands placed on colleagues to not only do everything they would do normally, but also to 
produce additional evidence of what they have done historically. It was, therefore, on the first morning 

wonderful to see so many e-mails from parents wishing the school and colleagues the very best for the forthcoming 
inspection. It made such a huge difference to feel the support from parents at a time when we needed it the most. 
This was mirrored by the overwhelming number of parental surveys seeking to celebrate children’s achievements.

I would also be grateful if you could thank your son or daughter. They were, as ever, simply magnificent and 
made all three inspectors feel so welcome. In lessons they shared their work, in meetings they talked about their 
achievements and pride in the school. They left our Ofsted team talking of how are children were ‘articulate, 
confident, polite and extremely well-mannered in lessons and around school’ and ‘exceptionally well behaved’.

I also need to thank my colleagues who were simply stunning and taught their lessons under the scrutiny of 
inspectors, while still ensuring their love of teaching and their passion for their subject, truly shone through. It is also 
a testament to the quality of education provided by colleagues as inspectors were very impressed by the detailed 
planning, sequencing of our curriculum and the challenging content taught in lessons.

School throughout the two days, felt as it always does, very calm, purposeful, warm and welcoming. It is always an 
absolute pleasure to welcome visitors into school and I know all of our visitors leave enthusing about what they have 
seen, but it’s also nice when those who spend their life inspecting schools are also left with the same impression.

Over the coming months a standard letter will be issued by Ofsted under the new inspection framework. I am not 
permitted to share the views of inspectors in detail at this time, but will do so when permitted.

I can though let you know, that it is now the intent of the Governing Body to request a full school inspection in the 
future, based on the feedback we have received, to seek the categorisation of the school as outstanding.

The truth remains though, that the test of any school cannot be solely based on a set of external criteria applied by 
government, or a raw set of data, but on the difference the school and community makes to the lives of its children.

It is a true privilege to lead a school and to spend my days with your child and to be part of this community – it truly 
is a very special place due to our fabulous pupils, colleagues and parents. Thank you 

Mr J Britton
HeadteacHer
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‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

Have you thought about what you want to be doing in five years' time? Do you know what you want to have achieved 
by the end of today?

Last week in Love Learning we introduced nine simple questions that can help develop metacognitive strategies in 
the stages of any task. This week we would like to continue along this theme by sharing with you these five golden 
rules of goal setting from the team at MindTools.com. We hope they inspire you to think your way to success.

1. Set Goals That Motivate You

When you set goals for yourself, it is important that they motivate you: this means making sure that they are impor-
tant to you. Motivation is key to achieving goals.

2. Set SMART Goals You have probably heard of SMART goals already, these are the targets we encourage our pupils 
to use on the reflection pages in their planners. But do you always apply the rule? The simple fact is that for goals 
to be powerful, they should be designed to be SMART. There are many variations of what SMART stands for, but the 
essence is this – goals should be:

· Specific - Set Specific Goals

Your goal must be clear and well defined.

· Measurable - Set Measurable Goals. Include precise amounts, dates, and so on in your goals so you can measure 
your degree of success.

· Attainable - Set Attainable Goals - Make sure that it's possible to achieve the goals you set. If you set a goal that you 
have no hope of achieving, you will only demoralize yourself and erode your confidence.

· Relevant - Set Relevant Goals - Goals should be relevant to the direction you want your life and career to take.

· Time Bound - Set Time-Bound Goals. Your goals must have a deadline.

3. Set Goals in Writing

The physical act of writing down a goal makes it real and tangible. You have no excuse for forgetting about it. As 
you write, use the word "will" instead of "would like to" or "might." For example, "I will raise my grade in the Modern 
Texts part of my Literature paper to a 7." not "I would like to raise my grade in the Modern Texts part of my Liter-
ature Paper to a 7." The first goal statement has power and you can "see" yourself getting that grade, the second 
lacks passion and gives you an excuse if you get side-tracked.

4. Make an Action Plan

This step is often missed in the process of goal setting. You get so focused on the outcome that you forget to plan 
all of the steps that are needed along the way. By writing out the individual steps, and then crossing each one off as 
you complete it, you'll realize that you are making progress towards your ultimate goal.

5. Stick With It!

Remember, goal setting is an ongoing activity, not just a means to an end.

Key Points

Goal setting is much more than simply saying you want something to happen. Unless you clearly define exactly what 
you want and understand why you want it the first place, your odds of success are considerably reduced. By follow-
ing the Five Golden Rules of Goal Setting you can set goals with confidence and enjoy the satisfaction that comes 
along with knowing you achieved what you set out to do. So, what will you decide to accomplish today?

Mrs Smith
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Mr Crisp led our assemblies this week, and he chose to 
emphasise the need for compassionate societies to consider 
others. This is clearly something to be encouraged in our 

school too – we want to foster an environment where looking out 
for others is second nature. Happily, this is something that I already 
see on a regular basis with pupils helping one another around 
school, supporting each other in sports teams and musical clubs – 
all things to be celebrated.
 

With this in mind I asked some of our Year 7 pupils to reflect on how they have felt 
supported by the school community. These are Ed's reflections:
 
 I have settled into Woldgate life very comfortably. When I stepped through Wold-
gate's doors for the first time I was super nervous. I didn’t know where to go or 
what to do, but my teachers quickly led the way. I wasn’t as confident as my mates 
I was always worried about being late for lessons. As I got to know the school I was 
able to walk to my lessons without having my map always in my hand. I started 
to relax a bit and I could finally carry on moving instead of stopping every time a 
teacher walked past to ask them the quickest way to C block. Now, after 6 weeks at 
Woldgate, I look back and wonder why I was so worried. I now feel very settled and 
I am enjoying my learning and sport. I have recently run for the cross country team 
and played football for the school team.
 
Thank you for sharing Ed and it is lovely to hear that the Woldgate community has 
been such a welcoming one. Let's continue to encourage our Lower School pupils 
to support and help each other as they learn and progress.

Key Dates
autumn term 2019

4th September - 25th october

4th november - 19th december

spring term 2020
6th January - 13th February

24th February - 3rd april

summer term 2020
20th april -  22nd may

bank holiday Friday 8th may 

1St June - 17th July

staff training Days

2nd September 2019
3rd September 2019
20th december 2019
14th February 2020

20th July 2020

LOWer sCHOOL

Mrs  a Minton
Head of Lower scHooL

Mrs Minton Writes:
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I would like to take the opportunity to thank the pupils for their continued great behaviour and attitude, and 
especially so, when we had visitors last week. They really made us very proud.

Last week we held our annual Year 11 Progression Event. The Progression Event is part of our broad Careers 
Curriculum. This, along with the work that pupils  are doing in their STARS sessions, is organised to enable pu-
pils to gain the information required to make an informed decision about the wide range of options available 
to them post 16. It was great to see so many pupils and their parents or  carers attend the event, circulating 
around the 30+ stalls, asking questions and starting those important conversations. A number of stall holders 

told me that they had been impressed with the quality of the questions and the maturity demonstrated by our pupils. The 
feedback from the families was positive and they felt that it was an informative evening for all.

Year 10s have been given important information about revision. This was information given to families on the Welcome to 
Upper School Evening, so your child should have information on key revision ideas, as well as, GCSE Pod. Staff use this revi-
sion tool to set homework and it is a brilliant interactive tool for pupils, not only to check their understanding in key areas, 
but also, to practise exam- style questions. We will be checking that pupils are using this tool.

Next week, all Year 9 pupils will be taking  Assessments in Maths, English and Science. We know that they will give of their 
best. They have shown outstanding attitude in the recent STARS Reading and Maths test. We are confident that they will 
continue to meet our high expectations. Please check that your child has all the necessary equipment in their pencil cases, 
including a calculator. Please let us know if there anything that you need.

 [:joselyn.sharp@eastriding.gcsx.
gov.uk]
 [:joselyn.sharp@eastriding.gcsx.
gov.uk]
 [:joselyn.sharp@eastriding.gcsx.
gov.uk]

reminDer: parKing in anD arOunD sCHOOL

Parking in and around school

At the beginning and end of each day traffic around the school site, and in neighbouring areas, is exceptionally 
heavy.    In order to maintain a safe environment for our children, ourselves and our neighbours, we would ask 
parents and carers to park with extreme consideration.   We have a dedicated parent drop off point (hatched 
in red at the end of the school bus lane), as well as space within our car park.   If these areas are busy, please 
avoid parking across the road from school as these areas are subject to control and are within a residential 
area.   This would also mean that children are required to cross Kilnwick Road at the busiest times of day which 
we would ask to be avoided.   

Mrs i atkinson
Head of Upper scHooL

upper sCHOOL Mrs Atkinson Writes:
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Our bodies and minds are very closely linked, so things that we do to improve our physical 

wellbeing can help our mental wellbeing as well. 

As parents and carers, we can play a very important role in our child’s health. 

Thursday 10th October was Mental Health Day. We have therefore included guidance for parents and carers to 
help children understand, protect and sustain their mental health. It is important that children are encouraged and 
supported to look after their mental health every day. This guide offers suggestions fwor how you can help your 
child do this.

What is mental health?
We all have mental health, just as we all have physical health. Being mentally healthy means that we feel good 
about ourselves, make and keep positive relationships with others and can feel and manage the full range of 
emotions. These can range from happiness, excitement and curiosity through to less comfortable feelings such 
as anger, fear or sadness. Good mental health allows us to cope with life's ups and downs, to feel in control of our 
lives and to ask for help from others when we need support

Mental health spectrum
Mental health and mental illness are part of a 'spectrum', just as physical health and illness are. Throughout our 
lives, many different things can lead us to move up and down the spectrum such as the start or end of relation-
ships, getting a new job or being made redundant, changes in physical health and good news or worries about 
those we are close to. It is important to remember that recovery is possible, even from severe mental ill health, 
and that people with a mental ill-health diagnosis may be managing their condition well and still experiencing high 
levels of wellbeing.

The five ways to wellbeing
Often, life events that are outside our control can damage our mental health, and this is made worse if we feel 
powerless to do anything about them. One of the ways we can re-gain a sense of control and nourish our mental 
health is to remember 'the five ways to wellbeing' which have been found in research to improve mental wellbeing 
in children and adults.

Top tips for how you can support your child's mental health
Below are some ideas for how you can support your child, as well as some suggestions for where you can get fur-
ther information

Day to day
Our everyday habits are important to our mental health, just as they are to our physical health. Here are a few sug-
gestions to help your child develop good habits.

Talk openly about mental health
Just as you might encourage them to eat fruit and veg to keep their bodies healthy (and model this behaviour your-
self), talk openly about, for example, staying connected with others or being physically active in order to take care 
of our minds.

Model good habits
Children often learn from copying what they see around them. If you are taking care of your own mental health, it's 
easier for them to see what good habits look like.

Think about phone usage – both theirs and yours
We don't fully understand the impact of social media on our mental health but using phones and laptops can im-
pact on our sleep, which is important to our mental health. We're also more likely to listen to one another if we're 
not distracted by technology.

Notice any changes in your child's behaviour
Young people tell us how they're feeling in many ways, not always verbally. Learning what is normal for your child 
makes it easier to notice when things change, and if this might be a sign that they're struggling.

If you have any concerns about your child’s mental health or general wellbeing, please contact your GP. If you have 
concerns about your child’s wellbeing in school, please contact the Care & Achievement Coordinator for your child’s 

year group.
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This week we have appointed a new Head Boy and Head Girl! Our Senior Prefect team were asked to 
apply for the position and were then invited to an interview with myself and Mr Britton. They were asked 
to prepare a short presentation followed by interview questions. Every candidate that applied really 

impressed me, it takes a lot of courage to stand up and present in an interview particularly when they are 
unlikely to have had many similar experiences before. Not only did they put themselves out of their comfort 
zone in doing so, but they all did an incredible job and I felt very proud of them all. It was a really tough decision 
as all of them performed so well but I am pleased to inform you that our new Head Girl is Sarah France and our 
new Head Boy is James Kilham and our Deputy Student Leaders will be Lily Wallace and Aalish Atkinson.

As a group, these four will be tasked with being a voice for pupils and students throughout the school, we place in them a great 
amount of trust in creating positive improvements in the school. They will lead the Senior Prefect team in organising events such as 
the upcoming charity week which looks to provide funds and awareness for local and national causes that the students feel close to. 
I’m really excited to work with this team and I’m sure they will continue to impress me.

I would also like to take this opportunity to wish good luck to Lewis Denson. He is running a marathon this weekend to help raise 
funds for the India expedition next year. I have run a marathon myself and it is an incredibly difficult feat, but I know Lewis has been 
training hard and I’m confident he can do it. Well done for all the work you have put in so far Lewis and hopefully it all goes to plan 
on the day. Good Luck!

Mr J Hardie
Head of sixtH forM

siXtH fOrm COLLege Mr Hardie Writes:



Mrs s Geary
Head of incLUsion

A popular choice of lunchtime activity is Woldgate School’s KS3 Film Club. Each Friday, pupils 
are happy to congregate in Ms Barker’s classroom, D8 to watch and discuss the film on offer. 
The school has been affiliated to Love Film for some time and this enables pupils to choose a 

range of films and also to review them.

Pupils commented that they enjoyed the safe, warm haven of Film Club with like-minded young people who have 
become friends. Pupils commented that it was good “having something to do” at lunchtime and better than being 
outside. They always enjoy a warm welcome.

This term’s popular choice is “Percy Jackson and the lightening seed”, based on the novels by Rick Riordan. In the 
story, “Percius (Percy) Jackson is portrayed as a demigod, the son of the mortal Sally Jackson and the Greek god 
Poseidon. He has ADHD and dyslexia, allegedly because he is hardwired to read Ancient Greek.

His personality is described as "changeable like the sea" and hard to predict — with the important exception 
that he is dangerously loyal to his friends and family. The goddess Athena describes this as his fatal flaw. Percy's 
"powers", include: controlling water, making hurricanes, breathing underwater, and talking to horse-like animals 
and fish. He also becomes an accomplished sword-fighter and leader. Throughout the film, Percy grows more 
confident and braver.

In Year 7 English lessons last year, we studied Greek myths and legends so the links with lessons and building 
knowledge are clear.
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